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“Youth Frontiers develops 
the character backbone 

within our children that is 
so critical to our  

community’s future.” 

 – Chuck Mooty

“Youth Frontiers is first on our 
list of nonprofits. We support YF 
because we believe their work 

changes lives every day. We know 
they make a difference that starts 

with one life and reverberates 
through schools and  

communities.” 

 – Carol Culp

“Supporting Youth Frontiers 
 is one of the few direct things  
you can do to ensure your kids  

have a safe and supportive school  
environment. We donate in honor of  
our grandchildren because we know  

YF will teach them the skills to 
 resolve conflict and make the  

right decisions.” 

 – Marialice Harwood

*The Youth Frontiers Board of Directors and staff were saddened by the loss of board member Peter Benson on October 2, 2011. As President 
of the Search Institute, Peter was best known for developing the 40 Developmental Assets®, which are the building blocks that kids need to 
grow into healthy adults. Our thoughts are with Peter’s family and friends. We’re grateful for the legacy that Peter leaves and his contribution 
to kids nationwide.

Special thanks to outgoing board members Tony Enrico, Jeff Heegaard, Steven Kennedy, Scott Lutz, Mike Maney and Colleen Needles Steward.



Dear Friends,

In 1987, I set the course for Youth Frontiers: meaningful, daylong retreats 
focused on inspiring good character – asking kids to see differently, 
to look into their hearts, to do what is right and to stand up for what  
is good. 

Seven schools called me that entire first year.

This school year, Youth Frontiers will work with seven schools every day. 

You have helped us build a stable, healthy organization that serves tens 
of thousands of kids each year – making their lives at school better, and 
therefore, their lives at home and in their communities better. 

With your support of program evaluation, we are learning how to build a more comprehensive 
model that extends the impact of our retreats beyond one day. You have helped us remain 
innovative and relevant to the growing needs of our schools.

With your support of program development, we are now offering two new retreats  
for educators.

•	 The Mind Retreat: A partnership with David Walsh’s Mind Positive Parenting™ that 
unpacks the brain science behind why connection and community-building matter  
for schools.

•	 The Purpose Retreat: A day of renewal and commitment for educators around their 
chosen vocation of teaching the hearts and minds of our youth. 

With your support of our community events like the Ethical Leadership in Business Luncheon, 
we are continuing the important dialogue with business and educational leaders about how 
raising ethical kids matters. 

On behalf of kids who just want to go to school and learn without being tormented, teased or 
bullied, we are grateful. On behalf of kids who gain the courage to stand up for what is right 
and what is ethical, we are grateful. On behalf of educators who are re-energized to do their 
important work, we are grateful.

Thank you for your investment and your belief in our good mission – to change the way 
young people treat each other in schools so that today’s young people can make tomorrow’s  
world better.

All the best,

Joe Cavanagh
Founder & CEO

It’s finally saying you’re sorry. 

It’s Not About being alone.
It’s standing together.

It’s a day for the underdog.
It’s me.

It’s us.
It’s you.

It’s a day for the underdog
it’s you.

It’s you.
It’s doing what you know is right.

Getting an ‘A’ in Life
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One Act, One Million Ripples

We often hear stories from past retreat participants about how 
their Youth Frontiers experience years ago changed their 
lives. Recently, Liz, an 11th grader at Dover-Eyota High School 

in Dover-Eyota, Minn., shared with us about the ripple effect of her 
commitment to courage. 

When I was on the Courage Retreat as a seventh grader, I committed 
to stand up for others who were bullied. But I didn’t realize what that 
meant until I was a ninth grader on the school bus and I saw a younger 
student getting picked on. She started crying, so I went over to her to 
see what was wrong.

The younger student told me that a boy on the bus was teasing her 
because of her weight. I remembered my Courage Retreat, my 
commitment to courage. So I went over to the boy and told him that 
he needed to stop. After that, the younger student didn’t get picked  
on again.

The commitment Liz had made two years earlier stuck with her. Her 
choice to stand up for what’s right rippled out in ways that we could not 
even imagine … because it’s more than just one day.
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It’s honoring teachers.
It’s kindness.

It’s me.

It’s us.
It’s you.

It’s a day for the underdog
It’s doing what you know is right.

It’s doing what you know is right.It’s a chance to change.

It’s standing up

It’s you.

It’s us.

It’s a day for the underdog It’s standing up

It’s you. It’s Courage.

It’s standing alone.
It’s finally saying you’re sorry. 

It’s standing together.It’s kindness.

It’s me.It’s me.

It’s us.

It’s you.

It’s you.

It’s Courage.

It’s standing alone.

It’s us.
It’s standing alone.

It’s us.

It’s us.

It’s standing up

THE RIPPLE EFFECT

Liz, with Dover-Eyota counselor Katie.



Partnership Academy 

Mike Ducar first heard about Partnership 
Academy Charter School in Richfield, 
Minn., when he was a member of the 

education committee of Project for Pride in Living, 
the school’s sponsor when it launched. When Mike 
and his wife Debbie found out about Partnership 
Academy’s great work, they designated a portion 
of their annual gift to Youth Frontiers to donate a 
Kindness Retreat to the school’s fourth graders.

“Both organizations are doing great work,” says 
Mike. “It was an easy decision to link our support 
of YF to Partnership Academy.”

The mission of Partnership Academy (PA) is to 
empower students. PA strives to make a difference 
with underserved youth by teaching them the skills 
they need to be successful in their futures, says 
Ashley Leary, Academic Coordinator and Master 
Teacher at PA. To the Ducars, that goal fit like a 
puzzle piece with the work YF does. “Teachers in 
schools are less able to teach appropriate social 
behavior today with the significant financial 
cutbacks. YF helps fill the gap with retreats that 
focus exclusively on this issue.”

The Ducars’ donation came at a perfect time for 
PA. Ashley says that when YF called with the 
Kindness Retreat donation, she and her staff had 
already been considering the program for a class 
that really needed it. “I was so thankful!” she says.

What’s more is the impact the retreat had, says 
Ashley. “Many students left with a realization 
about what life at school is like for them and their 
peers. … The grade formed a special bond during 
the retreat that carried through the rest of the 
year. Behavior problems and bullying decreased 
as a result of the retreat.”

The effect was felt not only on Partnership 
Academy’s students, but also on Debbie Ducar, 
who went to observe the retreat. “Seeing those 
teachers in tears as they came over to thank us for 
supporting the retreat was the sweetest gift one 
could receive!” Mike and Debbie Ducar meet 

some of the Partnership Academy 
students who participated in the 
Kindness Retreat.

Ashley Leary (back left)  
introduces Mike and Debbie 
Ducar to Partnership Academy 
students who participated in 
the Kindness Retreat.

It’s honoring teachers.

It’s you.
It’s standing up

It’s Courage.

It’s us.

It’s us.

PARTNERING WITH SCHOOLS
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At Youth Frontiers, we believe we are a critical piece of the puzzle in developing cultures of 
respect in schools where students can thrive socially, emotionally and academically. Youth 
Frontiers retreats engage the heart – the affective component of character development. 

Our retreats act as a catalyst because students experience the AHA! moment of why a respectful 
school culture matters. When their hearts are engaged, students are empowered, and learn  
social-emotional competencies like empathy, perspective-taking and responsible decision-making. 
Youth Frontiers also provides follow-up lessons to keep the momentum of the retreat going. 
Furthermore, we provide retreats for educators to help build a respectful, professional learning 
community where relational trust among faculty is at the core.

Youth Frontiers also engages students in the behavioral element of character development through 
two student leadership development experiences: 1) as mentors on our core retreats and 2) through 
the Responsibility Retreat, which challenges 11th graders to take ownership for a culture of respect  
at school.

As the model below shows, YF is part of a network of support for schools, and our programs are used 
in conjunction with other curricula to develop a safe, connected and healthy school environment.

Heart
Head

Hands

youth frontiers
kindness, courage, 
respect  retreats

AHA!

Heart: Inspiring
YF Retreat: Your students experience 
the AHA! moment of why a respectful 
school culture matters. When their hearts 
are engaged, students are empowered 
and learn the following Social-Emotional 
Learning competencies:

1. Empathy
2. Perspective-taking
3. Responsible decision-making

Head: Educating
YF Follow-up Curriculum: Your 
teachers get an a la carte menu of 
options to keep the momentum of the 
retreat going and to go deeper into 
issues that are affecting your students. 

Network of Support:
1. PBIS
2. Olweus
3. Responsive Classroom
4. Restitution
5. PACER (parent resources)

Hands: Leading

1. YF Responsibility Retreat for students
2. Service learning opportunities
3. LINK crew (leadership 
    development)
4. YF Honor Programs for educators

Ongoing Leadership 
Development: Your student leaders 
experience continuous opportunities to 
realize their potential. Your parents and 
teachers receive access to resources to 
become better caregivers themselves 
and build a positive school community.

YF follow-up
curriculum

YF leadership programs

network of 
support

Based on the Character Education Partnership concept of HEART/HEAD/HANDS: For students to live a life of character, they need to care about (HEART), 
understand (HEAD) and act upon (HANDS) their core ethical values (www.h3.acoe.org/). The “YF Wedge” Model is adapted from Zanzig’s Wedge Model.

It’s standing alone.

It’s honoring teachers.
It’s kindness. It’s me.It’s us.

It’s you.
It’s a day for the underdogIt’s doing what you know is right.

It’s a chance to change.

It’s standing up

It’s you.It’s us.It’s a day for the underdog
It’s standing up

It’s Courage. It’s standing alone.

It’s standing together.  It’s us. It’s me.
It’s me.

It’s you. It’s standing together.  It’s us.
It’s standing up

It’s a chance to change.
It’s me.

It’s a chance to change.It’s standing up
It’s Courage.

It’s you. It’s standi

BEYOND ONE DAY:  
THE YOUTH FRONTIERS SCHOOL CHANGE MODEL
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Research Findings

Youth Frontiers recently completed a three-year evaluation project with the  
University of Minnesota’s Center for Applied Research and Educational 
Improvement (CAREI). Through a diverse array of methodologies, we learned 
the following:

1. YF retreats enhance social-emotional learning (SEL) competencies like empathy,   
    perspective-taking and conflict resolution.

a. Eight of 10 participants believe that since the Kindness Retreat, their 
    peers are more likely to help someone who is being picked on (2010).

b. In focus groups, students reported the retreat leaders’ storytelling 
  and other students’ remarks during the retreat’s closing activity  
    helped them gain perspective (2011).

2. Students feel more connected to classmates and teachers, and to school.

a. Nearly seven out of 10 participants believe that since the Kindness  
    Retreat, less popular students feel more a part of the school (2010).

b. After the Respect Retreat, more students reported feeling a part of 
    their school than before the retreat (2011).

3. YF retreats promote prosocial, positive behaviors at school.

a. After the Courage Retreat, fewer students reported that bullying was 
    a problem at their school than before the retreat (2011).

b. Administrators believe YF retreats “reinforce values, make students 
    better citizens and develop leaders in society” (2011).

It’s standing together.  It’s us.
It’s standing up

It’s a chance to change.
It’s a chance to change.It’s standing up

It’s Courage.
It’s standi
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MEASURING OUR IMPACT
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It’s standing alone.

It’s honoring teachers.
It’s kindness. It’s me.It’s us.

It’s you.
It’s a day for the underdogIt’s doing what you know is right.

It’s a chance to change.

It’s standing up

It’s you.It’s us.It’s a day for the underdog
It’s standing up

It’s Courage. It’s standing alone.

It’s standing together.It’s us. It’s me.
It’s me.

It’s you. It’s standing alone.

It’s honoring teachers.
It’s kindness. It’s me.It’s us.

It’s you.
It’s a day for the underdogIt’s doing what you know is right.

It’s a chance to change.

It’s standing up

It’s you.It’s us.It’s a day for the underdog
It’s standing up

It’s Courage. It’s standing alone.

It’s standing together.It’s us. It’s me.
It’s me.

It’s you.

Each year, corporate fraud costs the United 
States nearly $1 trillion due to ethical 
lapses and greed. A faulty moral compass 
clearly threatens our economy and your 

bottom line.

As we prepare our young people in schools 
today to become our workforce tomorrow, there 
must be a focus on what we’re calling “Early  
Ethics Education.”

Ensuring our young people obtain math, reading 
and science skills is only half the battle. If our 
kids grow up with holes in their consciences or 
an inability to communicate and work well with 
others, our economy and community will suffer.

At Youth Frontiers, we are forging a deliberate 
partnership between the business community 
and schools, to help create a new generation of 
courageous and principled leaders. 

In part, this work is accomplished by the hundreds 
of character development programs YF delivers 
for nearly 90,000 students each year. 

But it’s also about shining a light on the very best 

EARLY ETHICS EDUCATION:
YOUTH FRONTIERS AND THE CORPORATE COMMUNITY

WHY US, WHY NOW

role models in our business community – and 
passing their wisdom down to the kids Youth 
Frontiers works with each day.

In March 2011, Youth Frontiers hosted its second-
annual Ethical Leadership in Business Luncheon 
at the Minneapolis Club. More than 200 corporate 
leaders and educators gathered for a candid 
conversation led by moderator Hank Shea, 
Senior Distinguished Fellow at the University of 
St. Thomas School of Law and Youth Frontiers  
Board Member.

Our world-class panel included three outstanding 
examples of Minnesota business leaders modeling 
exemplary character: Doug Baker, CEO of Ecolab; 
Mary Brainerd, CEO of HealthPartners; and Ross 
Levin, President of Accredited Investors and Star 
Tribune business columnist.

Baker, Brainerd and Levin emphasized that what 
young people learn on the playground and in the 
school hallways has everything to do with what 
kind of future we have together. If young people 
learn to value themselves and their principles and 
to respect each other, they will carry that strong 
character from the classroom to the boardroom.

The event – and subsequent 11th grade Responsibility Retreats that focused on cultivating youth 
leadership – was generously sponsored by LifeTouch; Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi; Best Buy; Hank 
and Chris Shea; the C. Charles Jackson Foundation and 19 other generous table sponsors and hosts.

HealthPartners CEO Mary Brainerd and Ecolab CEO Doug Baker speak at 
YF’s March 2011 Ethical Leadership in Business Luncheon.



It’s standing alone.

It’s honoring teachers.
It’s me.

Seventh grade students discuss 
how to stand up for courage on a 
Courage Retreat at their school.

Youth Frontiers donors Fritz and 
Glenda Corrigan.
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WHY US, WHY NOW

It’s about impact.

Last school year, your financial support made it 
possible for Youth Frontiers to work with 86,000 
students and educators!

Because you chose to give to Youth Frontiers:

•	 19,365 fourth and fifth graders apologized to 
a classmate for past hurts and pledged to be 
kinder to each other.

•	 30,718 seventh and eighth graders committed 
to acts of courage like standing up against 
bullying and prejudice.

•	 21,609 ninth and 10th graders committed to 
respecting themselves and others more.

•	 11,651 student and parent mentors developed 
leadership skills and forged relationships 
with students who need more caring adults in  
their lives.

•	 1,420 educators honored their colleagues for 
their tireless service to young people.

All of us at Youth Frontiers are humbled and grateful 
that you committed yourself to our work last school 
year. We hope you’ll stand beside us as we grow 
to work with 90,000 more students and educators.

“We don’t see a lot of other places where basic 
values are being taught. Youth Frontiers does a 

fabulous job and we like the results.

We realize there are lots of ways to reach kids – 
various organizations do it. But Youth Frontiers 
does it very effectively. You get more bang for 

your buck. We look for organizations that will do 
the most they possibly can with our contribution. 

Youth Frontiers is a great opportunity to give 
back and they make a true difference!” 

 – Fritz and Glenda Corrigan

The Ripple Effect of  
Your Investment



EXPENSES  
FY 2011
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Revenue		
Net Assets Released	
Expenses		
Change in Net Assets

 2,472,911 
6,750

 2,427,450 
 52,211 

UNRESTRICTED
2011

 2,279,009 
0

 2,305,851 
 (26,842)

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

TOTAL
FY 2010

 6,000 
 (6,750)

0
 (750)

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

2011
2,478,911

0
2,427,450
 $51,461 

TOTAL
FY 2011

Income Statement

								      
					   
Unrestricted Funds and Working Capital		
Temporarily Restricted Assets	
Net Property and Equipment		
Total Net Assets

 363,335 
 6,750 

 38,163 
 408,248 

JUNE 30,
   2010	

 423,473 
 6,000 

 30,236 
 459,709 

JUNE 30,
    2011	

Balance Sheet

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

      44%	 	 56%	
		
		
79%	            

7 %          

14%         

Program   $1,927,388 
Development   $342,444 
Mgmt & General   $157,618 

Program Fees  $1,382,379 
Donations   $1,096,532 

REVENUE  
FY 2011

For fiscal year July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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 $2,478,911 
Total Revenue

 $1,096,532 
Donations

 $459,709 

FY ‘06 FY ‘07 FY ‘08 FY ‘09 FY ‘10

FY ‘07 FY ‘08 FY ‘09 FY ‘10

FY ‘11

FY ‘11

FY ‘05

$2,000,000

$1,000,000

$500,000

$2,500,000

$1,500,000

$600,000

$800,000

$400,000

$200,000

At Youth Frontiers, we maximize the impact of our programs by ensuring a healthy financial position. This means having 
a strong business model and managing our finances carefully. Program fees generate approximately 60 percent of our 
revenue, with our generous individual, foundation and corporate funders supporting the remaining 40 percent.

Through fiscally conservative practices and increased school outreach and fundraising, we have built stable cash reserves. 
In 2007, the board approved a three-year investment of $300,000 to fuel growth and build upon our three strategic 
initiatives at the time. Although the economy worsened substantially shortly after these plans were approved, this 
investment helped us fund a comprehensive research project with CAREI, which proved the efficacy of our model and 
has helped improve the quality of our retreats. It also helped us invest in hiring directors to run our sales and fundraising 
departments. These investments resulted in a retreat sales growth of 25 percent and a fundraising growth of 40 percent.
We were able to accomplish this while utilizing significantly less than the amount originally approved by the board and 
we emerged from this period as a stronger organization in a stronger financial position.

We ended our fiscal year 2011 having met our net budget for the ninth consecutive year and we maintain a 
responsible cash balance. This, along with continued support from donors and schools, allows Youth Frontiers to deliver  
outstanding programs.

Revenue

Net Assets

A note from our CFO, Jack Lee
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Janae and John Bower
Ralph and Mary Braun
Doug Bredeson
Nancy Bros
Chad Brown
Mike and Connie Brown
Wendy Brown
Meg and James Brudney
Father Mike Byron
Mike Calvo
Rick Campion
Eric and Constance Carlson
Marsha and Peter Carlson
Cindy Carpenter and Gregg Roberts
Norm and Janet Carpenter
Tom and Anne Carrier
John and Elaine Cavanaugh
Sophie Cavanaugh 
Shannon Chambers
Brian Chang
Joe and Connie Chouinard 
Ginny Clark
Helen Class
Chris Cohen
Steve and Kathy Coleman
John and Bonnie Collins 
Bill Conroy and Margaret Harrington Conroy
Kerry Cooley
Grace Cosgrove 
Mary Cosgrove
Sam and Mary Jo Cote
Rob Couillard 
Walt and Edie Couillard
Ben and Sue Crabtree 
Laura and John Crosby
Lesley Crosby
Diane Crouch
Evelyn Cruit Johnson
Jean Culp **
Angela Dahl
Helen Dahlman
Shirl and Thomas Daly
Sonnie and Bun Dawson
Northrup and Erna Dawson
Thomas and Marie Divine
Kris and Patrick Donnelly **
Joan Donohue 
Christine Doran and Cory Hoeglund
Richard Dorn and Erika Malvey-Dorn
Scott and Liz Dorn 
Steve and Nancy Dornbach 
Anthony Downs 
Jane Downs  
Ken and Mari Dragseth
Patricia and John Dreis
Joe and Patsy Duffy
Molly Dupuis
Jane E. Durkee
Maymie Ecker 
Jennifer Eckert 
Jane and Mike Ehresmann
Ellingson and Ellingson
Erik and Marjorie Ellingson
Maureen Enger
Jan Enrico
JoAnne Erickson
Sarah and Kevin Estling
The Karen and Richard Evans Foundation

Faith Lutheran Church of Waconia MN
Lea and Michael Favor
Amy and Marko Fields
Margaret Filipczak and Susan Rogge
Amy Fischer
Eileen Fisher 
Bruce Floberg and Christine Ji
Mike and Diane Flood
Bill and Eileen Foley
Dave and Marti Foley 
Paul and Nancy Foley 
J. and Rebekah Forrest
Joel and Mary Forseth 
Tracy and Drew Franzen 
Froehling Anderson
Nancy and Ian Frykman
Jenifer and Tim Garvey
Tim and Jill Geoffrion
Mohannad Ghawanmeh
Christopher and Kathryn Gilman
Tony and Beth Gleekel
Nancy and Graham Gnos
Marie Goblirsch
Ralph and Ursula Goebel 
Michael and Sharon Goergen 
Natalie Goodban
Jane Goodrich
John and Penny Goodyear
Mary Patricia Goodyear
Tim and Molly Goodyear 
Thomas and Mary Gormley
Ray and Carolyn Gottsacker 
Debra Grahn **
Cory Gregory
Grant R. Grissom
Greta Grosch
Ernest Grumbles and Mary McGreevy
Tom Guetzke
Julie and Matt Guidry
Bob Gust
Fred Haberman and Sarah Bell Haberman
Carol and Rahn Hagberg **
Ralph and Ruby Hagberg 
Barney and Sandy Hall
Bill and Donna Halverstadt
Nanette Hanks 
Judie Hansen and Ken Winden
Todd and Midi Hansen **
Kerri and Timothy Harkness
Maggie and Randy Harris
Jim Hart
Steve and Julie Hartle
Lucy Hartwell
Bob and Jackie Harvey 
Stuart and Mary Neal Harvey
Linda and John Haugen 
Allison Hearne
Bill and Dede Hedrick
Mark Hegstrom
Anne and Peter Heegaard Family Fund of The  
     Minneapolis Foundation
Bill and Josie Heegaard
Roger F. Heegaard Family Fund of The 
     Minneapolis Foundation
Caral and John Heffernan 
Mardy Heinzer
Jon and Teresa Herchert **
Sherry and Richard Hocking
William and Ellen Hoeg
Allen and Mary Hogg
Jean and Kevin Holm
Karen and David Hoops

** Indicates a YF staff person during FY ‘11
+  Deceased
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Carol Horan 
James and Ann Howard Family Fund of The  
     Minneapolis Foundation
Chris and Dick Howard
John and Marilyn Howard
Brian and Paula Hughes
Mary Hurley
Ann Hustad 
Krista and Pete Ice
Donna Idstrom
Lance Ihinger and Mary Adamski
Independent School District No. 271
Cindy Janssen
Bev and Chris Jessen **
Austin and Amanda Jester
Ken and Sandy Johnson
Peggy and Bradley Johnson
Philip and Marian Johnson
Justus Corner 
Sally Kamps
Chris and Tom Karki
Lola Karls
Bob and Donna Kasbohm
Martin and Esther Kellogg
Jeannie and Matt Kenevan
William Kenney and Margaret Kilpatrick
Robert and Caris Kenny
Nadia and Samir Keric
Troy and Lynne Kerin
Christine Kiel
Aimee Klapach
Adam and Heather Koering and Family
Jerry and Cathy Koering 
Kesiah Kolbow **
Brad and Niki Koranda 
Michael Kraabel
Ann and Randall Kvittem
Pete and Lynn Larson
Rick LaVercombe and Mary Cavanaugh
Cathy Lawrence
Megan Lee-Erickson **
Charles Legros and Karen Heegaard
Emilie Hitch
Richard and Sally Leider
Steve and Ellen Lepinski
Jim and Kim Lesinski
Mary Leslie and John Riley
Chris and Martha LeWin
Peter and Sharon Hawkins Leyden
Liberty Diversified International
Guy and Suzanne Logan
Shannon Lorenz **
Tom and Stephanie Lund
Scott Lutz and Maureen Mara
Paul and Sally Maenner
Aimee and Rob Mairs
Eric Malmberg **
Thomas and Dorothy Maloney 
Neta Mample 
Roberta Mancina and James Clay
Mike and Vicki Mann
Pete and Mitzie Marinovich
Susan and John Marsh
Kay and Jerry Martin
Tim Marx
Robert and Sharon Mattison
Steve May
Jodi Mayers
Kerry McCabe
Mark and Katie McCartan
Jim McCorkell and Chris Greenhow
Dan McGraw 
Joseph McHugh

Suzanne McMahon
Pat McNamara
Barbara Mednick
Medtronic, Inc.
Doug and Patti Meeker
Jean Mehrkens **
Dwayne Meier 
Mona and Tom Mengler
Ed and Therese Meszaros 
David Midthun and Vivien Williams
Kenneth and Sharon Miller 
Monte Mills
Mark and Joan Mishek
Marjorie Weil and Marvin Edward Mitchell 
     Foundation
Mary Monn 
Daniel Moore
Bruce and Tracy Mooty
Paul and Jean Mooty
Dan and Sheryl Moran 
Christine Moss
Tom and Sue Moss
D. Bradford Neary and Suzette E.  
     Sutherland
Colleen Needles Steward and Tom Steward
Gunard and Carol Nelson
Janey Nelson
Jennifer and Eric Nelson
Leanna and Ron Nelson
Paul Nelson
Robert and Barbara Nevin
Nicholson Family Foundation – Ford and  
     Catherine Nicholson Fund
Melanie Novak
D. William O’Brien
Brad and Laurie Olson
Bjork and Lindsay Ostrom **
Timothy and Susan Palmer
Bob and Mary Panchot 
Paul and Molly Pashibin
Beth Patten
Mark and Ruth Patzloff
Chris and Jane Pears
Bob Peskin
Daniel Phillips
Frederick Piatt
Mindy and Ryan Plewacki **
Elizabeth K. Pojar
Jenny Puckett 
John and Nancy Quinlan 
Jeffrey and Karen Radtke
Tony and Ann Ragozzino 
Bill and Donna Ramsay
Elaine Rankin
Dan and Lynne Rectenwald 
Sam Reid and Emily Puetz
Josh Reimnitz
Loren and Connie Retzlaff 
Brent Reykdal
Richard Rice and Rosemarie Whitehead
Jim and Helen Rockwell
Anne Rodenberg
Margaret Rog and Ben Weisner
Laura and Steven Rose
Brian and Shari Rossow
Arthur Rouner and Mary Safford Rouner
Kathryn Runman-Zimney and  
     Leonard Zimney
Fran Rusciano Murnane
Shannon Rusk
Harry Russell
Colleen Ryan
Mary E. Ryan

John Sandahl **
Paul and Maggie Scanlon
Mary Ann Schaefer
Joan Schulz
Greg and Stacy Schumacher
Tom and Gigi Schumacher
John and Barbara Schwarz
Jon and Julz Schwingler 
Tom and Mary Scully 
Michael Seaman
Janelle Seebach
Stefanie Segar
Sandra and James Seifert
Jack and Susan Sell
J.R. and N.L. Selleck
Joe Selvaggio
Antoinette Seppi
Gayle and Richard Severson
Lou Anne and Timothy Sexton
Tom and Patty Sexton
N.K. Shank and G. Bernhardt
Pearl Shea
Catherine and Daniel Sheehan
Gail Shore
Jean Shore
Susan and Robert Shulze
Loras and Rosemary Sieve
Shannon and John Sieve
Annaka Sikkink and Tim Holton
Charlie Silverson and Elaine Elnes
Simons Family Foundation
Sheri and James Simpson
Cheryl Sinning 
Alison Sipkins **
P.S. and K.P. Smith
Wheeler Smith 
Bob and Patti Solheim
Nancy Sonntag
Sam Soule **
Spanish River Community High School
Bob and Patti Spinner
Jerry and Jane Squires 
St. Francis Xavier Guild
Peter and Stacey Stahl
Bill and Deanna Starr
Scott and Peggy Stefan
Carol Steffen 
Bill Sternberg and Tim Zuel
Bob and Sheilah Stewart
Pat and Sandy Stone
Steven Stone and Stephanie Volpe Stone
Margot Storti-Marron
Lowell and Deb Stortz
Robert Strachota
Melissa Streit
Vi Stroup
John and Kathleen Sullivan 
Valerie and Scott Swenson
Cynthia Tambornino
Pete Tanghe and Michele Harris	
Bill and Bryce Tenbroek 
Heather and Mark Teskey
Barbara Thomas
Debra and Karl Thomforde
Tim and Diane Thorpe
Michael and Rachel Tierney
Sue and Douglas Toth
Wendy Travers Chao
Steven and Cara Tregembo
Judy Turner
Lisa Tysk
R. Craig and Cindy Vana
Kay Vander Vort and Don Holt

DONORS
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Ryan and Alison Vandewiele
Ron and Betty Voltin 
Mary Wagner
Maria Wagner Reamer and David Reamer
David and Monica Walsh
Ben and Joyce Walters 
Jeanne Watt  
Stephen and Karen Weeks
Carol Weidel
Richard and Elizabeth Weigel Family Fund
Richard and Mary Jean Weigel
Freddie Weisberg
Luke and Janet Weisberg
Robert Welle
Dave Wendt
George Wertin
Janine Westlund 
Michelle and Jeffrey Westlund
Nicolle Westlund ** 
Peter and Christy Weum
Emalie Wichmann
Dave and Marion Williams
John and Renata Winsor Fund of The  
     Minneapolis Foundation
Richard Woodrow and Elizabeth Eaton
Sandy Worthing
Canny Wright
Julie Wylie
Debbie Yankowiak
Seniz Yargici-Lennes and Nels Lennes
Jason and Megan Yates
Pat and Mark Zehrer
Mark and Jodie Zesbaugh
Andy Zimney and Sally Koering Zimney **
Tony Zimney
Jamie and Missy Zuel **
Donald and Tamerah Zurek  

In-Kind Donations
Doug Baker
Ann Bancroft
Mary Brainerd
Jon and Teresa Herchert
Ross Levin
Tim Mahoney
Hank Shea
Jay and Heather Stommen
Contributors to our Annual Event  
     wine raffle

In Honor of:
Joe Cavanaugh (from Grace Cosgrove)
Sophie Cavanaugh  
     (from Mike and Diane Flood) 
Clients of Crescendo (from Lisa Griebel)
Jim and Chris Common  
     (from Mary Leslie and John Riley)
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare  
     (from Daniel Moore)
Eric Malmberg (from Nanette Hanks)
David and Jacquelyn McFarland  
     (from Dick and Joyce McFarland)
Dick McFarland  
     (from Lance Ihinger and Mary Adamski)
John Sandahl  
     (from Amy and Marko Fields)
John Scholz (from Robert Strachota)
Hank Shea (from Kaye and Terry Myhre)
Ali Sipkins (from H.G. and Pat Bloom)
Gunnar Swanson (from JoAnne Erickson)
Emma Weisner  
     (from Judie Hansen and Ken Winden)
Youth Frontiers Staff  
     (from Lea and Michael Favor)
Edythe Zuel  
     (from William Sternberg and Tim Zuel)

In Memory of:
Delores Kennedy (from LaVonne Bigelow, 
Brian Chang, Randy and Cathy Diers, 
Christopher and Kathryn Gilman, Ralph and 
Ursula Goebel, Mary Patricia Goodyear, Thomas 
and Mary Gormley, Brian and Paula Hughes, 
Mary Hurley, Neta Mample, Dan and Sheryl 
Moran, Timothy and Susan Palmer, Bob and 
Mary Panchot, Elaine Rankin, Denny and 
Maggie Russell, Jeanne Watt) 
Edward Flood  
     (from Mike and Diane Flood)  
Mark and Holly Meyer 
     (from Denny and Maggie Russell)
Chase Peterson  
     (from Bob and Mary Panchot)
Mayme Vail (from Arlene Leyden)
Mary Jane Warren (from Barry Warren)
James Wolff  
     (from Ralph and Ruby Hagberg)
Rich Worthing (from Sandy Worthing)

Youth Frontiers received financial or in-kind support from the listed foundations, 
corporations and individuals between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. Youth Frontiers 
is a not-for-profit organization incorporated under the laws of the State of Minnesota. 
The organization qualifies as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Contributions to Youth Frontiers, Inc. are tax deductible as charitable gifts.

We take every measure to ensure that all donors are listed correctly, as they were noted 
at the time of donation, and regret any inaccuracies in these lists. If you discover an error, 
please contact us at 952.922.0222 so that we may correct it. Thank you!

This year, we said goodbye to 
Tom Cavanaugh, Founder & CEO 
Joe Cavanaugh’s father and our 
dear friend. It was our honor 
to work beside Tom during his 
countless volunteer hours at Youth 
Frontiers. The following gifts 
were made in Tom’s memory to 
continue his legacy of investing in 
young people. Thank you for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness.

Tami and Todd Anderson, Rick and Cynthia 
Anderson, Paul and Margo Andress, Virginia 
Beckett, Carol Bell-Anderson, LaVonne Bigelow, 
Mary Birchard, Ned and Marlene Bixby, Doug 
Bredeson, Nancy Bros, Mike Calvo, Helen Class, 
Grace Cosgrove, Ben and Sue Crabtree, Evelyn 
Cruit Johnson, Kim and Carol Culp, Chuck 
Denny, Thomas and Marie Divine, Scott and Liz 
Dorn, Ernie and Mary Dorn, Steve and Nancy 
Dornbach, Patricia and John Dreis, Joe and 
Patsy Duffy, Ellingson and Ellingson, Margaret 
Filipczak and Susan Rogge, Mike and Diane 
Flood, J and Rebekah Forrest, Marie Goblirsch, 
Tim and Molly Goodyear, John and Penny 
Goodyear, Ray and Carolyn Gottsacker, Tom 
Guetzke, Maggie and Randy Harris, Steve and 
Julie Hartle, Bob and Jackie Harvey, Jeff and 
Lucy Heegaard, Caral and John Heffernan, 
Lola Karls, Dan and Lil Kelley, William Kenney 
and Margaret Kilpatrick, Pete and Lynn Larson, 
Tom and Mary Gerry Lee, Jim and Kim Lesinski, 
Arlene Leyden, Tom and Stephanie Lund, 
Kathleen and David MacLennan, Neta Mample, 
Karen Marinovich and Richard Roles, Susan and 
John Marsh, Mark and Katie McCartan, Dan 
McGraw, Suzanne McMahon, Doug and Patti 
Meeker, Ed and Therese Meszaros, Mary Monn, 
Tom and Sue Moss, Gunard and Carol Nelson, 
Robert and Barbara Nevin, Margrette and John 
Newhouse, Bob and Mary Panchot, Jeff and 
Suzanne Pope, Jeffrey and Karen Radtke, Tony 
and Ann Ragozzino, Bill and Donna Ramsay, 
Loren and Connie Retzlaff, Richard Rice and 
Rosemarie Whitehead, Colleen Ryan, Mary E. 
Ryan, Saunders Family Foundation, Jon and Julz 
Schwingler, Tom and Mary Scully, J.R. and N.L. 
Selleck, N.K. Shank and G. Bernhardt, Catherine 
and Daniel Sheehan, Loras and Rosemary Sieve, 
Tom and Jessica Sipkins, P.S. and K.P. Smith, 
Bob and Patti Solheim, Jerry and Jane Squires, 
St. Francis Xavier Guild, Pat and Sandy Stone, 
Cynthia Tambornino, Sue and Douglas Toth, 
Kay Vander Vort and Don Holt, Mary Wagner, 
Maria Wagner Reamer and David Reamer, Ben 
and Joyce Walters, Mary Weber Nord, George 
Wertin, Dave and Marion Williams, Richard 
Woodrow and Elizabeth Eaton, Canny Wright

** Indicates a YF staff person during FY11

** Indicates a YF staff person during FY ‘11
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