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December 8,2006 

To Whom It May Concern: 

When I talk about Youth Frontiers, I have a hard time containing my enthusiasm because this 
organization has changed the way we do business at Pagosa Springs Intermediate School. For years, I 
had been looking for that special something that would challenge my students to be young people of 
integrity and character, but I never really knew what I was looking for. I met the people of Youth 
Frontiers at a booth ;it the Coliirado School Counseiur Assiiciaiioii Coriferer~ce axd decided to give it ii 
shot. Within the first fifteen minutes of the Kindness Retreat, I knew that Youth Frontiers was exactb 
what I was looking for - and more! 

Youth Frontiers conducted the Kindness Retreat for our fifth-graders and the Courage Retreat for our 
sixth-graders in early October. I was snapping pictures during all the games and activities to show 
what a great time our students were having. However. I was awestruck when during one of the talks, a 
colleague prodded me, "You should take a picture of this." One hundred fifty fifth-graders were 
listening motionless with rapt attention to every word of the lesson. You could have heard a pin drop. 
The format of the retreats is so perfect. The Youth Frontiers staff instantly builds rapport and captures 
the attention of students with outrageous activities and games, and then when it's time to present the 
message, the kids are hooked. 

The impact of the retreats has continued throughout the school year. Bullying and discipline referrals 
have been significantly reduced, and students and staff both report that our school climate has 
improved. Simply put, students are nicer, and you can see it when you walk down the halls or into the 
cafeteria. One of the most amazing effects of the retreats is the response from high school volunteers 
and staff. One high school senior told me that this 6Lh grade Courage Retreat was the most meaningful 
experience of izcr school career. My principal was so impressed that he "kidnapped" all but one of the 
district's principals and the assistant superintendent to eome see what was happening. We are already 
planning retreats district-wide for next year and are hoping to organize our professional development 
days to include a staff retreat as well. 

While attending this year's Colorado School Counselor Association Conference, I told everyone I saw 
at the Youth Frontiers booth to "go for it!" I can say with conviction that if you book a Youth 
Frontiers retreat, you won't regret it. 

Sincerely. 

Lisa Hudson 
Pagosa Springs Intermediate School Counselor 



January 23,2003 

Dear Youth Frontiers Staff: 

Crooked L.ake 
Elementary 

S c ho 01 

On Friday, January 17, we gathered 135 fourth grade students for a Youth Frontiers 
Kindness Retreat. From the opening enthusiastic greeting by the YF staff and the high 
school group leaders to the moving closing at the end of the day, the entire retreat was a 
resounding success. Andy, Sally and Corn were experienced, energetic and talented 
leaders who brought the theme of kindness to the students through large group games, 
singing, dancing and small group activities. Students were captivated by their stories from 
their own lives of problems they had overcome and ways they had received and given 
kindness. The day was well balanced with a combination of fun games and serious small 
group discussion. 
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Alan Vohty,  Principal 

I talked to students and staff after the retreat, and everyone expressed excitement about 
the day. The Youth Frontiers' mission to "educate and support young people in the 
development of character, values and relationships" is evident in every aspect of the 
retreat. We already have a very positive climate at our school, and this event reinforced the 
values of kindness and respect. I am optimistic that this retreat will have a lasting impact on 
our students' behavior toward one another. 

Thank you again and again for a memorable and enjoyable day. 

Sincerely, 

~ r l s  Hora, LlCSW , 

School Social Worker 
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